ADOPTED - AUGUST 25, 2015

AGENDA ITEM NO. 28
Introduced by the County Services and Finance Committees of the:
INGHAM COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS
RESOLUTION TO CONTRACT WITH LEGAL SERVICES OF SOUTH CENTRAL MICHIGAN TO TAKE CLIENT REFERRALS FROM THE
INGHAM COUNTY TREASURER AND INGHAM COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS

RESOLUTION # 15 – 318
WHEREAS, Ingham County and its residents have been hit hard by the foreclosure crisis and predatory lending; and

WHEREAS, the foreclosure crisis has directly impacted the county budget by lowering property values across the county and increased the county’s tax foreclosure costs; and 

WHEREAS, Legal Services of South Central Michigan has served over 350 Ingham County residents in the last 6 years based on the county’s funding, furthermore, during the 2014 grant year, has closed 65 cases on behalf of Ingham County residents and is currently still working 6 open cases; and

WHEREAS, in addition to direct client services, the previous grants have enabled Legal Services of South Central Michigan to train local housing counselors; and

WHEREAS, for clients without legal claims, Legal Services can promptly direct them to housing counselors for assistance in navigating the loss mitigation system; and

WHEREAS, for clients with legal issues, housing counselors can direct them to Legal Services to confront these legal issues as soon as possible; and

WHEREAS, the Treasurer’s Office is expanding the focus on land contract disputes where vendee rights are being abused similar to other predatory lending instruments; and 

WHEREAS, Legal Services has worked with The Center for Financial Health, The Financial Empowerment Center, Clark Hill, and the Ingham County Bar Association to specifically address issues faced by vendees in land contacts.

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Ingham County Board of Commissioners authorizes the County Treasurer to continue its contract with Legal Services of South Central Michigan for 2015-2016, to refer clients who have been effected by these issues in the amount of $60,000 to be taken from the delinquent tax fund.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Chairperson of the Board of Commissioners is hereby authorized to sign any necessary documents after approval as to form by the County Attorney.
COUNTY SERVICES:  Yeas:  Celentino, Koenig, Crenshaw, Banas, Bahar-Cook, Hope, Maiville

          Nays:  None     Absent:  None     Approved  8/18/15
FINANCE:  Yeas:  Anthony, Bahar-Cook, Tsernoglou, Case Naeyaert

          Nays:  None     Absent:  Tennis, McGrain, Schafer     Approved  8/19/15

